LSI business meeting minutes, NCA 2001

Friday, Nov. 2, 3:30-4:45, Atlanta, Georgia

Officers Present:

Madeline Maxwell:
President

Richard Buttny:
Vice Chair

Bud Morris:

Incomming Vice Chair

Christie Beck:
Outgoing President

Jeff Robinson:
Information Officer

Meeting was called to order by Madeline Maxwell.  Minutes from previous meeting were handed out, reviewed by attendees, and approved without dissent.

Report from Chair (Madeline Maxwell).  Legislative Assembly proposed to change their own name to Legislative Counsel.  Legislative Council approved a new journal in critical/cultural studies, to stand as the third inquiry-based journal, along with QJS and Communication Monographs.  This provoked a discussion of “Where is LSI represented in NCA journals?”  One suggestion was to get ROLSI to be an NCA journal; however, this poses the problem of LSI losing editorial control.  Another suggestion was to work internally to get LSI members on NCA executive committees, such as the publication committee. Dues were increased for first time in six years – Although current dues are enough to sustain NCA’s publication of journals and production of conferences, they are not enough to support NCA’s “advocacy” movements.  2000 members of NCA are students.  NCA proposed to change its constitution and voting procedures:  Every unit of at least 100 members will have one vote, and larger units will have more votes; there is no longer a push for each unit to have a certain number of members.  Because of NCA fire, data bases have been destroyed and members should double check their membership status, including renewal, etc.

Report from Vice Chair (Richard Buttny):  The electronic ‘rapid review’ of submissions failed this year.  No plans to use rapid review for 2002.  LSI had joint panels with Organizational, Nonverbal,  and Rhetoric divisions.  11 panels were submitted, including 8 competetive paper panels.  43 papers were submitted and 33 accepted (76%).

Awards.  The Top Student Paper award went to I-Ling (Elaine) Hsieh.  The dissertation award went to Tanya Stivers (Chair, John Heritage).  Appreciation goes to Charlotte Jones, Mark Akus, and Bud Morris for reviewing.  Maxwell noted that there has been problems with getting nominations for the scholarship award that alternates between ‘old chestnut article/book’ and ‘new article/book.’  Maxwell proposed that a ‘nomination committee’ be added to the ‘selection committee.’  After discussion, membership created a single ‘awards’ committee of elected members who would solicit and generate nominations as well as assemble a selection committee (if necessary).  The body elected:  Gerry Philipson, Trudy Milburn, and John Heritage.

Election of Vice Chair.  Two people nominated:  Sam Lawrence and Chuck Braithwaite.  No nominations were made from the floor.  Lawrence spoke for himself; Donal Carbaugh spoke for the absent Chuck Braithwaite.  Chuck Braithwaite won election.

Next NCA (2002).   To be held in New Orleans in late November.  Theme is “Communication in Action.”  There is a push for each division to do/offer service-learning at the conference/in the community.  Deadline for papers is Feb. 1. 

NCA-LSI Division History.  Christie Beck is working on constructing a division history.  Past officers were encouraged to contact Beck with any information.

Announcements were made and the meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

Jeffrey D. Robinson

The Pennsylvania State University

