Semester Project: 

For the semester project, you will select a kind of talk in which you have an interest and to which you can gain access.  Possible types of talk are: (1) radio or television talk shows; (2) publicly-available materials, including audio or videos of meetings, trials, hearings, narratives, or any of the many kinds of discourse that are now available on the web; or (3) videotaped interaction of friends, family, or a workplace, if all involved give permission for a tape to be made. For this second paper, students may either gather discourse materials in groups of 2 or 3 or may work alone.  Papers should be written individually.
Each student is expected to gather and transcribe 10-15 minutes of interaction.  If students work together to collect discourse material they are expected to share their transcripts with each other. 
The analysis of the selected discourse is to be informed by reading 5 related journal articles (much of the reading in the class will be individualized for the final paper). 
Homework and the paper will be done individually, but if students are working with shared materials, they are encouraged to read articles in common and discuss them.

Project Plan:

· A ½ to 1 page plan that includes the following information: 
· What data you will be (or are) gathering - where is comes from, what form it is in, how much of it there is.

· Topics you expect to analyze or address as part of this research project.

· Preliminary scholarly research - are you able to find articles on these issues?

· Questions or concerns.

Transcription:  

· A ten minute transcript is due *****.  The paper should include a full transcript for all the data analyzed in the paper.  This is not included in the total number of pages for the paper.  Please keep in mind that the timeline of the due dates is to keep you on track to complete your assignment by semester’s end.
Paper and Analysis:

· 10-15 pages, typed, ds, citing sources (5-10), due ******.
· Papers should be organized with an introduction that has a clear thesis, a conceptual framework that explains the concepts used in the analysis, a description of the materials to be analyzed and the method of analysis, the analysis itself that utilizes the concepts and portions of the transcript to support the thesis, and a conclusion that summarizes and concludes the study.

· Papers will be graded as follows:

· 15% Structure and Style (Organization, Language, and Grammar)

· 35% Conceptual Framework (properly use and explain relevant concepts from the course and any outside sources consulted)

· 50% Analysis: Develop a clear line of analysis that is supported through the use of evidence from the transcript and uses concepts appropriately.

· Papers should include APA format citations and a reference list for all works used in the paper.  
Paper Presentation:
· During the Final Time period.  Students will present their papers to their peers.

· Presentations should include a handout, a discussion of the main focus of the paper, highlights from the analysis, and an explanation of any of the conclusions reached.
