LSI Methods - Final Project Guidelines
COMM 664 – Spring 16 

Your final project is a culmination of the work we have done in this class. It is an opportunity for you to demonstrate your overall understanding of the concepts we have been discussing and to demonstrate your ability to use an LSI perspective to analyze recorded video data. The bulk of the paper will consist of detailed analysis of the interactions in your examples. 

Your analysis should:
1. Identify and describe a discursive practice (or a thematically related set of practices) used by a speaker (or speakers) in talk-in-interaction in your data. Discuss about 6 examples of a practice (or practices) that fit a theme you are interested in exploring in your project. 
2. Discuss each example of the practice by identifying the specific line numbers in the transcript where they occur and analyze them in the context of the surrounding talk. Simply writing something like “In line 1 speaker X says blah blah blah” does not constitute analysis, make sure to pick apart the talk in terms of what social actions are being mobilized by speakers in their talk and how those actions are accomplished. Discuss how each example functions in terms of what it accomplishes for the speaker and how other participants display their orientation, alignment or reaction to it. Examples should be numbered consecutively and each example being analyzed should be clearly identified in terms of its time code and file name.
[bookmark: _GoBack]3. Situate the analysis of your practice within relevant scholarly literature by drawing on and citing minimally 3 relevant scholarly articles or chapters. Please see suggested list of scholarly sources for LSI posted on Ilearn. I will also post some articles on Ilearn you may find helpful. In relating a practice to the literature, think about how your data supports the literature by providing more interactional details for something presented in the literature, or consider alternatively whether it might challenge, disprove, or provide an alternative understanding to something discussed in the literature.

Please make sure to have the following headings in your paper:

Coverpage:
A cover page should include your name, title of project, date and semester
Introduction: 
Discuss the focus phenomenon or practices being discussed in the paper. Provide an initial overview from the literature about the practices phenomenon to orient the reader. 
Setting and participants:
Describe the setting and the participants and their relationship to one another.
Describe the main activities during the filming relevant for this analysis. 
Analysis: 
Introduce each example briefly, provide the transcription and then analyze the segment by discussing the relevant turns and target lines. The analysis should comment on how the segment confirms or diverges, or provides new perspective on the existing literature about this phenomenon.
Conclusion:
Conclude the analysis by summarizing the main points of the analysis and adding any other personal perspective or discussion points you think are relevant for thinking about these data. You may also want to continue to discuss whether what you have documented confirms or provides new perspective for academic literature, and if your findings could prompt further investigations.          
Citations:
Citations should be formatted using APA style. I have provided example for APA style on Ilearn. 

Formatting:
Please follow the following guidelines for formatting your paper.
The writing in your paper should be double spaced, Times or Times New Roman, 12 point font, one inch margins and the pages of the body of the text should be numbered. Transcripts and citations should be single-spaced and transcript lines should be consecutively numbered. 
 
While I hesitate to stipulate a page length for the paper, I imagine a passing paper would be minimally 8 pages of text and transcript (keep in mind transcripts take up a lot of space!). An excellently written paper with thorough analysis of the examples is probably more likely in the 10-12 page range. Length will of course vary according to the writer and phenomenon being discussed and number of examples used. 

Grading: 

The paper is worth about 20% of your total grade and will be weighted in points in the following way:
70 points: Close detailed analysis of examples with explicit use of LSI terms, 
	     and a demonstrated LSI perspectives on the data
10 points: Incorporation and discussion of relevant literature 
10 points: Written style (overall organization, clarity, grammar, follows APA formatting 
     guidelines including in text citations and at end of paper)
10 points: Accuracy, detail and formatting of transcription 

Examples of past student papers are be posted on Ilearn as examples. Please feel free to consult with me about any aspect of your project by e-mail or in office hours. 


Turning in your work:
Please upload an electronic version of your paper to ilearn in the “final papers” area. 
Also, upload all clips used in final paper to ilearn in the same section. Please turn a hardcopy of your final project into the box in the communication studies main office labeled: “COMM 664 final projects” at the very latest by 4:00 on Monday May23rd. Except for in the most extraordinary of circumstances, late papers will not be accepted after this time and date. Projects may be turned in earlier however.  

Please note the following checklist for turning in your project at the end of the semester: 

___ Final paper: Hardcopy is turned into Communication Studies office, 
       copy of paper uploaded to ilearn 
___ Clips used in final project uploaded to ilearn  
       (even if those clips exist on ilearn already)   
___ Filled out and signed hardcopy of the “supplemental permissions” form 
       turned in with hardcopy 
       (see end of this handout) 


  

Permission to use segments from my data and my project this semester
in Language and Social Interaction Research Methods

Please check one in each category 
(Note: if participants in your data did not approve their data for the LSI archive, the data may not be used for research but may be used for teaching unless indicated here)

For teaching in classes: (check one)

____  I give my permission to show any segments I have identified and the transcripts I have generated this semester in future Language and Social Interaction related courses. 

____  I give my permission to use the segments I have identified and transcribed this semester in future Language and Social Interaction related courses with the exception of  the following clip(s): Please provide the names of files, the base file and timecodes of clips   	
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________

____ I do not want any data segments I identified and transcribed this semester used in future classes.

For future publication: (check one)
 

____  I give my permission to use the segments I have identified this semester to be used as examples in future academic publications.

____  I give my permission to use the segments I have identified and transcribed this semester used in future publications with the exception of  the following clip(s): Please provide names of files, the base file and timecodes of clips   	
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________

____ I do not want any data segments I identified and transcribed this semester used in future publications.


Your name: (printed in clear letters) _____________________________

Your signature: _____________________________________________ 

Semester: _____________________________ Date: ______________________


Basic APA style for citation:
For further detail see: https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/

Journals:
Basic
Author, A. A., Author, B. B., & Author, C. C. (Year). Title of article. Title of Periodical, volume number(issue number), pages.

Example 1: Multiple authors 
Wegener, D. T., & Petty, R. E. (1994). Mood management across affective states: The hedonic contingency hypothesis. Journal of Personality & Social Psychology, 66, 1034-1048.

Example 2: Single Author
Berndt, T. J. (2002). Friendship quality and social development. Current Directions in Psychological Science, 11, 7-10.

Books:

Example 2: Single author:
Author, A. A. (Year of publication). Title of work: Capital letter also for subtitle. Location: Publisher.

Example 3: Edited Volume
Duncan, G.J., & Brooks-Gunn, J. (Eds.). (1997). Consequences of growing up poor. New York: Russell Sage Foundation.



Example of in-text citation 

According to Jones (1998), "Students often had difficulty using APA style, especially when it was their first time" (p. 199). 

Jones (1998) found "students often had difficulty using APA style" (p. 199); what implications does this have for teachers?
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