COMM 6410
Analyzing a DA Study                                      			 Time: 10 minutes (10%)

Overview: The purpose of these article-analysis reports is to help students become expert in dissecting DA research reports. Each report is expected to provide a description of how the particular DA research was crafted and your evaluation. The main goal in doing these reports is to build your analytic skills of taking a report apart. Building your own DA research will be aided if you can name research moves, identify analytic concepts and theoretical frames, and talk knowledgeably about the trade-offs that are part of all research. 

The usual way of presenting research is the order in which the author organizes it in the abstract. This usually means starting with the theoretical frame. Don’t do this in your report! DA research is often, although not entirely, inductive. In your report start with a description of the discourse materials and settings from which they came. Then, move to the focal concepts/theoretical frame/ research questions. Give an overview of findings and perhaps an example—discourse studies value the specific. Conclude with what you liked and found problematic. Work to evaluate the study from a couple of perspectives. 
Don’t feel like you need to answer every question. Keep your presentation to time (you’ll get a 2-minute warning) and focus on what’s most relevant & interesting in your article.

Discourse Materials
1. Describe the discourse data on which the study is based (how much? what exactly? How was it selected? Sampled?)
2. If oral discourse is used, describe the transcription choices.  If written or visual, what were the preparation choices if any?
3. What other data inform the analysis? 
4. How do the data brought into the paper relate to the way the larger set of discourse materials of the study?
5. 
Study’s Organization
6. What are the study’s main parts and how are they labeled? sequenced?
7. 
Key Concepts/Theoretical Frames/Research Foci
8. Name & briefly explain the key concepts.
9. What gaps or limitations are identified in past research?
10. Did the study use one particular DA approach or did it combine approaches? 
11. How did the authors formulate their research purpose: as research questions? As aims? Something else?
12. 
Findings
13. Describe the news of the study.
14. How adequate were the data and analysis to making a strong case for the paper’s claim(s)?

EVALUATION
15. What did you find interesting? Valuable? Worth emulating about this study?
16. What did you find problematic or unsatisfying?
17.  Were there enough/too many/not sufficiently high quality (a) discourse examples? (b) attention to methodological choices? (c) concept & theoretical explication? (d) drawing out of implications? 
18. [bookmark: _GoBack]What else????????


