CRS 384. DISCOURSE AND SOCIETY
Fall 2014

                                                              Syllabus

Instructor: Richard Buttny

Office: Sims Hall 113 

Telephone: 443-5137, 443-2308, Fax: 443-5141, e-mail: rbuttny@syr.edu
Office Hours: Monday: 1:00-2:00, Wednesday: 1:00-2:00, and by appointment.

Room Number & Class Time: 131 Sims Hall; Monday & Wednesday 2:15-3:35

Course Description:  In this course we will examine how language and social interaction works in constructing our social realities.  The analysis of discourse is important because how we speak and act constitutes and reflects our identities.   A central assumption of the course is that by becoming more aware of discourse and how it is used, we can become more aware of how meanings are made and how social realities are constructed. Topics to be covered include: meaning, context, sequence, structure, function, narrative, politeness/face, talk-in-interaction, identity, rhetoric, power, dialects, and various language controversies.  

Course Objectives:

1. To become more aware of what people are doing with language and how language use affects us—from our interpersonal relationships to larger socio-political realities of society.

2. To consider how your identity, or the identity of others, is built or reflected through discourse.

3. To understand some of controversies over language use and why these matter.

Course Materials: (book available at the S.U. Bookstore)

Karen Tracy & Jessica S. Robles, Everyday Talk: Building and Reflecting Identities (2nd 


Edition). Guilford Press, 2013.

On-line readings on Blackboard 
A recording device for the transcript project, e.g., a tape recorder, digital recorder, or camcorder. (A camcorder can be borrowed from the Transmedia Desk)

Blackboard: Check Blackboard & your syr.edu email account regularly for announcements & course materials

Assignments and Grading
100 points: transcript project paper

200 points: discourse analysis paper

100 points: language controversy paper/exam

100 points: flip class preparation, class participation, attitude, effort

Transcript Project Paper: 5 pages.  

1. Record (audio or video) a piece of discourse in which you are a participant, e.g., an ordinary conversation, telephone talk. Get the consent of the other participant(s).  

2. Transcribe a segment of the recording--a minimum of a 3-page transcript.  (Use the transcription conventions from our Everyday Talk book, p.110).   

3. Save the recording.  You may be asked to hand it in.  Failure to produce the recording when requested will result in a failing grade.  

4. Discourse analysis of identity.  Applying the concepts from Everyday Talk:  What does this recording and transcript say about you?  About your identity?  How is your identity built or reflected in the talk?
Discourse Analysis Paper, 7-10 pages, due in Mon., Nov.10th

Examine a discursive practice, interactional sequence, or speech act of interest.
Hand in a one-page paper proposal by Mon., Nov. 3rd.  The proposal could be a paragraph or outline.  What is your research question?  What outside reading(s) have you found?
1. The discourse can come from your own recording, or you can use the recordings and transcripts from class, e.g., Mom, Lapse for Words, Gordon’s Account, Hamlet, Peers, School-family meeting (see Bb).  Or go to StoryCorps http://storycorps.org/
2. Focus on some discursive practice, interactional sequence, or speech act of interest, e.g., accounts, narratives, indirect requests, directives, questions, humor, laughter, stance and stance indicators, framing and metamessages, and so on.  

3. Summarize what our class readings say about your topic.  In addition to the class reading, find at least one journal article on your topic.  Summarize the article along with our class reading.  In your research, start by looking at the references in our reading.  If our book does not have good references, search the data base: Linguistics and Language Behavior Abstracts.

4. Find 3-5 instances of the discursive practice, interactional sequence, or speech act you’re interested in.  Closely study these instances.  What is going on in the excerpts?  Compare & contrast

5. Do a discourse analysis.  “Analysis” means more than just locating an instance of the concept.  Analysis means breaking it down:  do a microanalysis of the discourse.  How does the piece of talk function?  What makes this bit of talk relevant at this point?  What are the consequences from talk, i.e., what does it lead to?  How is it interpreted by others?  What are the social realities that are being constructed?  Describe the constructing process going on.
6. The paper should be in a journal article format:

a. Number the pages & use a 12-point font, double spaced and standard margins.  Use headings and sub-headings in the paper.

b. Descriptive title 

c. Abstract: 3 or 4 sentences that state your main points and findings.  (Note: An abstract is not an introduction)

d. Introduction section: Why did you select these discourse concepts?  Summarize what our readings or your library research says about the concepts you are using.  Why are these concepts important?  (approximately 1-2 pages)

e. Research question(s): Your Introduction should provide a rationale for your research question(s). Underline your research question(s).
f. Analysis section: This is the heart of the paper.  Analyze the 3-5 instances.
Cut & paste the transcript excerpts you want to analyze.  For each excerpt, briefly preview the excerpt, include the excerpt, and analyze what’s going on in the excerpt using course concepts. See #4 above for how to do the analysis. (approximately 4-6 pages)

g. Discussion section:  Address the big picture here.  How do the findings of your discourse analysis compare to what has been written?  What is the significance of what you found?  Does doing a microanalysis of the interaction help us to understand some broader issues of discourse and society, e.g., building or reflecting identity? Or socially constructing the reality? (approximately 1-2 pages)

*** The paper will be evaluated based on the quality of your discourse analysis: 

Does the analysis show insight into what is going on in the conversation?  Are the 

claims in the paper supported by the transcripts?  Does the paper follow the 

guidelines offered here?  

Language controversy paper (6 pages):

Select a language topic or controversy from our syllabus, e.g., so-called bad language: swearing, cursing, slang, epithets (such as the N-word controversy).  Other topics: dialects and accents, linguistic profiling, English as a global language.  

Start with what our readings have to say about this topic.  Follow up on the references from our readings so you have a minimum of 3 sources to draw from.  Also, use the data bases: Linguistics and Language Behavior Abstracts, or Communication & Mass Media Complete.
Participation:  

· Parts of the class will be run as a “flip class.”  You will be asked to address certain questions prior to the class and write up your answer.  Your answers will be collected & evaluated. Bring a manila envelope in which you keep your answers to the “flip questions” to every class.
· Come to class prepared to engage the material: awake, alert, and ready.

· Students who disrupt the class by talking will have their grade lowered.

· Students who continually arrive late, or leave early, will lose credit. Please no water or bathroom breaks during class (unless it’s really necessary)

· No texting during class. 
SU ACADEMIC INTEGRITY POLICIES AND PROCEDURES: 

Student work must adhere to academic integrity.  “Academic integrity includes a commitment to the values of honesty, trustworthiness, fairness, and respect.” A violation of academic integrity is “any dishonest act which is committed in an academic context….” It includes “plagiarism (using someone else’s language, ideas information or original material without acknowledging the source),” copying from another student’s work, use of unauthorized aids in examinations, etc. http://academicintegrity.syr.edu
RELIGIOUS HOLIDAY(S):  Students must notify the instructor by the end of the second week of classes when they will be observing their religious holiday(s).

Syllabus Statement Regarding Disability-Related Accommodations 

If you believe that you need accommodations for a disability, please contact the Office of Disability Services(ODS), http://disabilityservices.syr.edu, located in Room 309 of 804 University Avenue, or call (315) 443-4498 for an appointment to discuss your needs and the process for requesting accommodations. ODS is responsible for coordinating disability-related accommodations and will issue students with documented Disabilities Accommodation Authorization Letters, as appropriate. Since accommodations may require early planning and generally are not provided retroactively, please contact ODS as soon as possible.
CLASS SCHEDULE (Note: subject to change)

Week 1

8/25
Introduction: What is discourse and society? Living without language project
8/27 
Talk and identity

Read: EVERYDAY TALK ch.1

Week 2

9/1
Labor Day

9/3
Referring to persons in talk: names, address terms, membership categories

Read: EVERYDAY TALK ch.3

Week 3

9/8
Speaking as doing, speech as action: Speech act theory. 


Read: EVERYDAY TALK ch.4

9/10
Face & identity; impression management, face-threatening acts 

excuses data; Lapse for words


Read: Goffman, “On face work” Bb 

Week 4

9/15
 Transcribing talk; Methods: Discourse analysis


Read: 
EVERYDAY TALK ch. 5, pp. 85-93

9/17
Paralinguistics; embodied communication; emotion; Paralinguistic role play


Read: 
Tannen, THAT’S NOT WHAT I MEANT! ch. 3

Week 5

9/22
Talk & interaction: turn-taking; sequencing; adjacency-pairs; questions

Mom audio & transcript

Read: EVERYDAY TALK ch. 6
9/24
Transcript project due
Adjacency-pairs case study: question-answer sequences
Week 6

9/29
Style: direct and indirect speech; implicatures; euphemisms; metamessages
Read: EVERYDAY TALK ch. 8

10/1
Political discourse, clips: hazardous vs industrial waste

The Persuaders, Frank Lutz


Read: Doublespeak, Bb

Week 7

10/6
Speaker’s stance toward what is being said; framing; humor and laughter

Silent messages; Communication: Nonverbal agenda 
Read: EVERYDAY TALK ch. 9



Tannen, THAT’S NOT WHAT I MEANT!, ch. 5

10/8
Stance: swearing, cursing & epithets Pinker “Cursing” video 

Read: 
Andersson & Trudgill, "Swearing"



Battistella, “Bad words” 
Week 8

10/13
 Narrative, reported speech, ‘like’; Stories of almost dying


Read: EVERYDAY TALK ch. 10 

10/15
 Narrative (con’t), Peers conversation


The newspaper represents society; news as story


Read: New York Times; USA Today (bring a hard copy to class)

Week 9

10/20
Gender & discourse. Describe the discourse of opposite sex exercise

Read: Talbot, “Language & gender”
10/22
Gender & discourse (con’t).  
Hamlet

Read:  tba

Week 10

10/27
 Genres of speaking, Patricia’s story, Sluzki, news 

Read: EVERYDAY TALK ch. 11 

10/29
Genres of speaking (con’t)

Read: Bakhtin, “Problem of speech genre”

Week 11

11/3
Putting it all together


Read:  EVERYDAY TALK ch. 12, pp. 267-272 & 277-282

11/5
Putting it all together (con’t)


Read:  EVERYDAY TALK ch. 12, pp. 272-277

Week 12


11/10 
Discourse analysis paper due

Hate speech, free speech, civility, political correctness, sexual harassment


The N-word controversy; N-Word video 

Read: Kennedy, “The protean N-word”
11/12  Varieties of English: dialect and accent, American Tongues; 
Language attitudes questionnaire

Read: EVERYDAY TALK ch.5, pp.121-131, & 



Battistella, “Bad accents”

Week 13

11/17
Slang; Do You Speak American? video (valley girl, surfer dude)


Read: 
Andersson & Trudgill, "Slang"

11/19
tba

Week 14

12/1 
Language & nationalism; world Englishes


Read: EVERYDAY TALK ch. 7

12/3
Final thoughts; review.

Final Exam:  Mon., 12/8: 12:45-2:45
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