

SSB164	Social Interaction	Spring 2019

Formative feedback assignments due in class week 5:

1. Do a reading report on Heath et al. (2010), ch. 4 (pp. 66-83) and/or Hoey & Kendrick (2017). You will find the reading and a template that will explain how to do a reading report on Learn.  NB: please use the reading report template to help with formatting. There are other readings on Learn each week which will give you a greater depth of understanding of the course material – do dip into these and ask questions.
2. Do the following exercise in your journal. NB: spend around 20 minutes in total. 
Breaching experiments

A breaching experiment is a harmless way of breaking social norms and rules to see what happens. They work as practical ‘tutorials’ about how everyday interaction works – you find out how it works by breaking (or ‘breaching’) the rules and seeing how people notice and react. Choose from the following breaching experiments, but make sure to do it in a safe situation, do not do these in situations where you feel insecure or think that people might react badly. You don’t have to do all of these, but try to do at least two, and write up results in your journal.
NB: you might go out with someone else to do this – but don’t draw attention to your group.

Response tokens: response tokens are those little words that come between things: ‘mhm’, ‘uhuh’, ‘right’, ‘ok’ etc. and nods, smiles or other displays of “recipiency” (i.e. that you are responding to and going along with what the other is doing. These breaches play with those.

1.  ‘Stuck record’ responses: When talking to a friend or family member and they start to tell a story, start using one of the following: ‘mhm’, ‘yeah’, ‘okay’, ‘uh huh’ or ‘right’ – or just nod. Don’t vary the intonation you use. What rule is being breached? How do you both react?

2. Randomly placed responses: when you’re talking to a friend or family member and they start to tell a story, do one of the following:
a. do a response token every time they say a word with the letter ‘t’.
b. do a response token every 3 seconds (counting one ‘one thousand in your head’).
c. do a response token every time they are about to finish a turn (i.e. come in early).
What rule is being breached? How do you both react? What does it do to their story?

Social norms: languages have lots of unspoken rules, but so do everyday social situations and relationships, this breaching experiment test the limits of a broader set of unspoken norms.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Get a good deal: when you’re in a store that has price tags on items, and the cashier asks for payment, offer something less but reasonable, like £1 less on a >£20 bill or a few pence less on £1. How do they respond? What happens when you raise your offer?

Which rules are being broken here? How does the cashier respond? What does that tell you?
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